Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 291 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; R factor = 0.043; wR factor = 0.114; data-to-parameter ratio = 16.8.
Related literature
For details of other maleonitriledithiolate metal complexes, see: Robertson & Cronin (2002) ; Coomber et al. (1996) ; Duan et al. (2010) ; Wang et al. (2012) . For general background to the use of maleonitriledithiolate transition metal complexes as building blocks for optical, magnetic and conducting molecular materials, see : Brammer (2004) ; Ni et al. (2005) ; Robin & Fromm (2006) . For graph-set notation, see: Bernstein et al. (1995) .
Experimental
Crystal data (C 9 H 12 NO 2 ) 2 [Ni(C 4 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ) . Symmetry codes: (i) Àx; Ày þ 1; Àz þ 1; (ii) x þ 1; y; z.
Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 2000) ; cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2000) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXTL; molecular graphics: SHELXTL; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL. The maleonitriledithiolate (or 1,2-dicyanoethene-1,2-dithiolate, mnt 2-) transition metal complexes, which is one typical kind of bis-1,2-dithiolene complexes, are often used as building blocks for optical, magnetic and conducting molecular materials (Brammer, 2004; Robin & Fromm, 2006; Duan et al., 2010) . It has been found that maleonitriledithiolate (mnt 2-) complexes are charge-transfer salts, and they have various structure and the intra-or inter-molecular contacts which can result in large changes of physical properties of the complexes based on the [M(mnt) 2 ] n- (Robertson & Cronin, 2002; Coomber et al., 1996; Ni et al., 2005; Duan et al., 2010; Wang et al., 2012 (Bernstein et al., 1995) . The cations and anions are linked by weak C-H ··· N and C -H··· S interactions (Table 1) .
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Experimental
The title compound was prepared by the direct reaction of NiCl 2 .6H 2 O, Na 2 mnt and (EtOAcPy) + .Br -in the mixed solution of ethanol and H 2 O (1:1). Red-brown block-like single crystals were obtained by slow evaporation of the acetonitrile solution at room temperature for about one week.
Refinement
All H atoms were fixed geometrically and treated as riding with C-H = 0.96 Å (methyl), 0.96 Å (methylene) and 0.96 Å (pyridyl), with Uiso(H) = 1.2Ueq (pyridyl) or Uiso(H) = 1.5Ueq (methyl and methylene).
Computing details
Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 2000) ; cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2000) ; data reduction: SAINT (Bruker, 2000) ;
program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication:
SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) .
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Figure 1
The asymmetric unit of the title compound with atom labels. Displacement ellipsoids were draw at the 30% probability. 
